
Easter at Home Sunrise Service 
 
Here is a simple outline for a sunrise service you can use at home! 
 
Some guidelines: 

1. Go outside if possible. 
2. The words should be spoken out loud, whenever possible. 
3. You can choose different songs or hymns if you want to sing something different from 

what is offered here. 
 
Getting started: 
Light a fire in a portable fire pit and/or light a lantern or a candle. 
Declare in call and response: 
The Light of Christ. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 
Core of the service: 

1. Sing or recite a resurrection hymn. 
Suggested: 
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 
Charles Wesley, 1739 

1. Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 
 
2. Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! 
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia!  

 
2. Read scripture, including an account of the open tomb. 
Suggested: John 20:1-18 
The Resurrection of Jesus 
20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter 
and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord 
out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other 
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other 
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went 
into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ 
head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other 



disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did 
not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to 
their homes. 
 
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look[a] into the 
tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at 
the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She 
said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did 
not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 
looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” 
She turned and said to him in Hebrew,[b] “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to 
her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my 
brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she 
told them that he had said these things to her. 
 
3. Silent or spoken reflection on the scripture reading. 
 
Declare together: 
Christ is risen! 
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
4. Brief Prayer, extemporaneous or using this prayer below. 
Easter Prayer by Rev. Lia Icaza- Willetts, 2020 
 
Morning has broken…Today is Easter! 
We rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.             
We believe Christ is Risen! Hallelujah   
We humble ourselves in the presence of our Savior.  
We Pray for the Forgiveness of our sins.  
We thank you Lord for thinking of us when you were                             
on the cross, thank you for your love and mercy. 
Thank you, Jesus, for your unconditional love.                      
Thank you for calling us by name to be your children. 
We pray for every person in our congregations to be  
filled with your peace. We pray for all our children.              
We pray for all persons in our communities to come to   
Christ and we pray for every person in the world to receive   
the healing, hope, peace and joy from God. 
We pray for bread for the hungry, comfort for all who are suffering,  
mercy for all who are sick, and salvation for the world.  
We pray for the healing of the nations.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26868a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26873b


We offer our hearts to God  in praise and thanksgiving.  
Lord Jesus, Son of God, lead us to become faithful disciples.  
In Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 
 
Pray the Lord’s Prayer together out loud. 
 
5. Sing a final Easter hymn or song or play a recorded Easter hymn or song and sing whatever 
words you may know from memory. 
 
 6. End with a blessing, such as: 
Shout three times: 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia! 


